5 Day Devotional

Day 1: Divine Appointments in Ordinary Places

Devotional

Sometimes God's greatest work happens in the most unexpected places. Lydia was a successful
businesswoman focused on her purple dye trade, attending a simple prayer meeting by a riverside.
She had no idea this would be the day her entire life would change forever. God opened her heart to
receive the Gospel, and her response was immediate and generous—opening her home to become
Europe's first house church.

Your ordinary Tuesday could be someone's divine appointment. That conversation at work, the
neighbor you bump into, or even walking into church today might be exactly where God wants to meet
someone. Lydia's story reminds us that God is always working, even in our routine moments, to bring
people into His kingdom.

Success and religion aren't enough to fill the emptiness in our hearts. Lydia had both, yet something
was still missing until she encountered Jesus. Perhaps you're reading this and feeling that same

emptiness despite your achievements. The Gospel doesn't just add to your life—it transforms
everything.

Bible Verse

'On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate to the river, where we expected to find a place of
prayer. We sat down and began to speak to the women who had gathered there.' - Acts 16:13

Reflection Question

What 'ordinary’' moments in your life might actually be divine appointments waiting to happen?

Quote

Maybe today is a divine appointment for you as you walked into church and God's going to start
poking at you with something really special. It's called the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Prayer

Lord, help me recognize the divine appointments You place in my path today. Open my heart to see
opportunities to share Your love with others.
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Day 2: The Heart Surgery of Salvation

Devotional

Salvation isn't just a decision—it's a complete heart transplant. When God opened Lydia's heart, it
wasn't a minor adjustment or improvement. It was radical surgery that replaced everything she
thought would bring fulfillment with the life-changing reality of Jesus Christ.

Many people try to add Jesus to their existing life, like adding another hobby or interest. But true
salvation means allowing God to replace the old heart entirely. That successful career, those
achievements, even religious activities—none of these can satisfy the deepest longing of your soul.

Lydia's immediate response shows what happens when this spiritual surgery takes place. She didn't
hesitate to be baptized or to open her home. When God performs this miracle in your heart,
generosity and love naturally flow out. You're not trying to earn God's favor—you're simply responding
to the overwhelming love He's shown you.

This is the greatest miracle you'll ever experience. Not signs in the sky, but the transformation written

on your heart. You become a brand new creation, with heaven assured and an incredible inheritance
as God's child.

Bible Verse

‘The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul's message.' - Acts 16:14

Reflection Question

Have you experienced this 'heart surgery' of salvation, or are you still trying to add Jesus to your
existing life?

Quote

Truly listen, salvation is like an open heart surgery. God says, I'll take that sinful heart and I'll replace it
with a new heart, a brand new heart.

Prayer

God, perform the miracle of salvation in my heart. Replace my old desires with a new heart that beats
for You and others.
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Day 3: Freedom from Every Kind of Bondage

Devotional

The slave girl's story reveals a powerful truth: Jesus has authority over every form of bondage. She
was trapped in spiritual darkness, exploited by masters who profited from her demonic possession.
But when Paul commanded the demon to leave in Jesus' name, she was instantly free.

Sin comes in many forms—some look respectable like Lydia's business success, others are obviously
dark like demonic possession. But whether it's addiction, fear, pride, or spiritual oppression, the same
power that freed this slave girl can set anyone free. The name of Jesus carries authority over every
realm of darkness.

Notice that Paul didn't use his own power or religious formulas. It was specifically "in the name of
Jesus Christ" that freedom came. This wasn't about Paul's abilities—it was about Jesus' absolute
authority over sin and Satan.

Perhaps you're bound by something that seems impossible to break. Maybe it's been controlling your

life for years. The same Jesus who freed this girl from demonic bondage wants to set you free too.
No chain is too strong, no addiction too powerful, no spiritual force too dark for the name of Jesus.

Bible Verse

'Paul became so annoyed that he turned around and said to the spirit, "In the name of Jesus Christ |
command you to come out of her!" At that moment the spirit left her.' - Acts 16:18

Reflection Question

What areas of bondage in your life need the liberating power of Jesus' name?

Quote

God wants to set men free from the bondage of sin. And in some places it is very dark and demonic.
But the same power to set free the demonic is also the same power God holds to set free the
businesswoman Lydia who is just meshed in her world.

Prayer

Jesus, | believe Your name has power over every form of bondage. Set me free from anything that
holds me captive.
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Day 4: Praise in the Prison

Devotional

Paul and Silas were beaten, bloodied, and locked in the innermost prison with their feet in stocks.
Their situation looked hopeless. Yet at midnight, instead of complaining or plotting escape, they were
praying and singing hymns to God. The other prisoners were listening—and watching.

This is where your true character is revealed. Anyone can praise God when life is good, but what
happens when you're in your darkest hour? Paul and Silas chose to focus on God's goodness even in
their pain. Their praise wasn't denial of their circumstances—it was a declaration that God was still
worthy of worship regardless of their situation.

Their midnight praise became a powerful witness. The other prisoners weren't just hearing
songs—they were seeing something supernatural. Joy in the midst of suffering, peace in chaos, hope
in darkness. This kind of response can only come from a heart transformed by Jesus.

Your response to difficult circumstances might be exactly what someone else needs to see. When
you choose praise over panic, trust over worry, others take notice. Your midnight moments could
become someone else's divine appointment with God.

Bible Verse

'‘About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners were
listening to them." - Acts 16:25

Reflection Question

How can you choose praise over complaint in your current difficult circumstances?

Quote

In the midst of the pain, there is praise taking place. They are looking to gain a perspective. In the
midst of the darkness, there is a light that is shining. There is a joy beyond the circumstances
because Jesus is involved here.

Prayer

Lord, help me respond to trials with praise and trust. Use my response to difficult times as a witness
to others who are watching.
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Day 5: Love That Stays

Devotional

When the earthquake shook open every prison door, the jailer prepared to kill himself rather than face
execution for losing his prisoners. But Paul's voice rang out in the darkness: "Don't harm yourself! We
are all here!" In that moment, love chose to stay when circumstances screamed to run.

Paul could have escaped. He had every right to flee after the unjust beating and imprisonment. But
love said that man's life was worth more than his freedom. This act of sacrificial love broke through
the jailer's hardened heart and led to his salvation that very night.

The jailer's question echoes through the ages: "What must | do to be saved?" Paul's answer was
beautifully simple: "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ." Not a complicated formula or lengthy
process—just faith in Jesus. The jailer's transformation was immediate and complete, from binding
prisoners to washing their wounds, from keeping people out to opening his home.

Your life should be lived in such a way that others want what you have. When people see your love,

your joy, your peace in difficult times, they should be drawn to ask the same question: "What must |
do to be saved?" The answer remains the same—believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.

Bible Verse

‘They replied, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your household." - Acts 16:31

Reflection Question

Is your life lived in such a way that others want what you have in Christ?

Quote

Paul knew the temptation to run. Circumstances said escape, but love said stay. That man's life is
worth more than my freedom.

Prayer

Jesus, help me live with such love and authenticity that others are drawn to ask about You. May my
life point others to salvation.
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